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Christian Scriptures, History of Our Church, Sacraments of Initiation
The Synoptic Gospels Test Format and Content

FORMAT (100 points)

· 15 Matching Questions-2 points each

· 3 sets of 5 questions/descriptions with 5 answers to choose

· no repeats, all will be used

· 20 Multiple Choice Questions-2 points each

· read the ENTIRE question before answering

· each question has 4 to 5 possible answers…choose one

· some questions ask the exception or require the response all of the above

· 10 True/False Questions-2 points each

· “T”=A or “F”=B

· BONUS OPPORTUNITY:  correct the “False” statements to earn 1 point for each accurate correction (
· 2 Short Answer Questions-5 points each

· answers must be in COMPLETE SENTENCES unless instructed otherwise

· spelling counts

· answers must be readable or it will be marked wrong

CONTENT

· Sacred Scripture:  A Catholic Study of God’s Word

· 2A. The Gospels (pages 202-221→start at “The Gospel of Mark”; stop before “The Gospel of John”)
· The Bible

· The Gospel According to Mark, The Gospel According to Matthew, The Gospel According to Luke

· You MUST have a physical/hard copy of the Bible!  You will NOT be allowed to use your phone!

· Notes

· Supplements (Handouts/Worksheets)

· Homework Assignments

Questions?  mwhite@vianney.com
Study Guide

DISCLAIMER:  This is a STUDY GUIDE, not the Test.  Therefore, this is meant to GUIDE you in your studying /preparation for the test.  Anything discussed/completed in class is fair game for the test.

Directions:  Read through the chapter and fill in the missing information. All the questions run sequential to the chapter.  If a true/false statement is false, correct it.

Pages 202 – 209 The Gospel of Mark

1.
Mark’s Gospel—the _________________ of all the Gospels—was the first attempt to take all the stories of the _____________________ and to form them into one ___________________, in approximately AD 66–70.  It has two main parts:  a long ______________________ that details Jesus’ __________________ and travels, followed by the _____________________________.

2.
True or False?  The author of Mark wrote in Latin, but also used some words and phrases in Greek—the language of Jesus—as well as a number of words from Aramaic, the language of Rome.

3.
Mark apparently wrote for a largely ______________ audience.  The author wrote with a simple _______________ and inelegant _________________, scattered with incomplete phrases and _____________________.  The literary style of Mark’s Gospel suggests that it was written from the perspective of the _______________________, living shortly after the time of ______________.

4.
Contrast Mark’s portrayal of Jesus with the ways Jesus is portrayed in Matthew and Luke.

	
	Mark
	Matthew and Luke

	Jesus’ Emotions
	
	

	Jesus’ Questioning
	
	

	Evil Spirits
	
	

	The Desert Temptations
	
	

	Jesus’ Humanity
	
	


5.
Both the people Jesus ___________________ to and the people Mark wrote for appear to have been very _______________________.  Jesus used ___________________ to communicate his ______________.  A parable takes simple items from _______________________ and throws them together with _________________ or ideas that would otherwise have been __________________ for Jesus’ disciples to understand.

6.
True or False?  The Old Testament makes many comparisons, not unlike the parables of Jesus.

7.
True or False?  In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus’ disciples are portrayed as the only ones who are able to understand his parables.

8.
Briefly explain (but be specific!) Jesus’ prediction of his Passion, death, and Resurrection as well as how the apostles respond inappropriately to Jesus’ predictions.

1st Prediction:

2nd Prediction:

3rd Prediction: 

9.
Write what Jesus says about the meaning of discipleship found in Mark 10:43-45:

10.
The Passion narrative takes up ___________________ of Mark’s Gospel, which suggests its great importance in the mind of the author and his _________________.  It is set in Jerusalem at the time of ________________.  The sacrifice of an __________________________—like the one whose ______________ saved the Israelites at the first Passover—is the _________________ for everything that happens in the course of _____________________.

11.
Mark’s version is _________.  At his Last Supper, Jesus makes another ________________ about his suffering and tells that one of the _________________ would betray him.  It is marked by a somber, even heart-wrenching sense of _______________________.  In Jesus’ __________, no one comes to his defense and his own people cry out for his ___________________ and beat him, handing him over to be ___________________ by the Romans.

12.
True or False?  In the anguish of the moment, Jesus begins to pray Psalm 22, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me,” but this was not a prayer of despair.

13.
Because of vivid portrayal of Jesus as the _________________________ and the hardships of discipleship, some scholars suggest that ______________ was a likely location for Mark’s ____________________.  They wonder if Jesus’ words seem to indicate both what would happen in the _______________ to the Church or are a reflection of what had ____________________________ to them as a result of Nero’s ______________________.

14.
True or False?  Some scholars suggest that Mark’s community did not live in Rome, but rather in Asia Minor.

15.
What is the message of Mark’s Gospel regarding the suffering we all face in our lives? 

Pages 209–213 The Gospel of Matthew
16. True or False?  Matthew’s Gospel was likely written sometime in the AD 80s and, after reductions and additions, half of the Gospel is Markan and half is new.
17. What are some ways that Matthew’s description of Jesus’ disciples differs from Mark?

18. True or False?  Most of the common material between Mark and Luke is made up of saying and parables, with very few stories or narrative to move the Gospel along.
19. True or False?  “Q” is a hypothetical source, used by both Matthew and Luke, which we don’t really know much about, except that it is strongly eschatological in its content.
20. The approximately ______________________ extra verses found exclusively in Matthew are called the “______” source.  Included in these extra verses is a ________________________ of Jesus, and the birth and ____________ stories, as well as Jesus’ appearance after the _______________________, some quotations from the ___________ ________________________, and a large amount of ____________________ of Jesus.

21. Matthew wrote about ______________ concerns, and it is discernable that Matthew’s intended _____________ of readers was comprised of a large number of individuals who saw themselves as both Jewish and Christian. Matthew intended that his Gospel would help _____________________ understand the ___________________ of their faith.
22. Why did the author of Matthew delete Mark’s explanation about Jewish customs?
23. What are four examples of how Matthew helps his largely Jewish-Christian readers understand that Jesus was the Messiah?

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

24. True or False?  Matthew taught that Jesus was not simply another Moses—he was greater than Moses.

25. ___________________ see in Matthew’s commissioning of ____________ as “rock” not only Jesus’ clear founding of the ________________, but also his establishment of a ____________________________ headed by Peter and the Apostles and their _____________________. Jesus gives the pope and ________________ a share in his own __________________; they receive the power to ____________________________.

Pages 213–221 The Gospel of Luke
26. Luke’s ________________ is dated in the 80s AD.  Luke’s own ___________________ marked him as well- _________________, almost certainly from a well-to-do background.  Both of his books, the Gospel of Luke and the _______________________, are addressed to a “most excellent __________________” a name that means “friend of ____________.”
27. Luke used roughly _____ percent of the material from __________ but changed some of the _________________ to a more logical order.  He was apparently _____________________ by the need to provide his own well-educated, and probably affluent ______________________ readers with the kind of orderly and ______________ narrative that would have appealed to their educated and philosophical ________________________.
28. True or False?  Luke shaped specific details of his Gospel in a way that his impoverished, Greek-speaking audience could better understand.
29. True or False?  Between the Gospel of Luke and the Epistle to the Hebrews, Luke’s writing makes up about one-quarter of the New Testament.

30. What are four examples of passages unique to Luke’s Gospel that involve the poor?
1.
2.
3.

4.

31. The importance of _____________ is a theme that threads its way throughout the Gospel.  It begins with the people gathered for prayer in the _________________ in Jerusalem, Jesus himself gave firm _________________ to his followers to pray and offered an ___________________ of how to pray, and Jesus used __________________ to encourage his followers to be ___________________ in prayer.

32. It’s significant that Luke focuses so much on ______________.  It is extraordinary that Luke viewed the ____________________, birth of Jesus, and his _________________ through the eyes of ____________. In Luke, Jesus _________________ directly to women, noticing their _____________ and responding to them, and also had close _________________ who were women.
33. True or False?  Women witnessed the Death of Jesus, see the tomb where Jesus is laid, discover it empty, and were the first to proclaim Jesus’ Resurrection to the Eleven and the other disciples. 
34. True or False?  In his Passion narrative, Luke portrays Jesus’ disciples in a much more negative light than Mark.
35. Summarize five of Jesus’ actions that are unique to Luke’s Gospel. 

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
36. How does Luke show his readers that their faith in the Lord was reliable?
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