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Christian Scriptures, History of Our Church, Sacraments of Initiation
Introduction To The New Testament Quest Format and Content

Study Guide Answers
DISCLAIMER:  This is a STUDY GUIDE, not the Test.  Therefore, this is meant to GUIDE you in your studying /preparation for the test.  Anything discussed/completed in class is fair game for the test.

Directions:  Review your notes.  Answer the following questions.  All the questions run sequential to class discussions.  If a true/false statement is false, correct it.

1. Define “Divine Revelation.”  In what ways does the Bible, specifically, demonstrate divine revelation?

“Divine Revelation”:  God speaking to us in many ways
The Bible gives us gives us insight into God’s relationship with us, shows that God has been reaching out to us throughout history, and reveals God to us.
2. What does spiritu mean?  When does God, literally, spiritu the Scriptures?

“spiritu”:  “breathed into”
God, literally, spiritu the Scriptures when He breathes the soul (life) into the nostrils of Adam (Genesis 2:7).

3. What is the Four-Fold Method of Scriptural Interpretation?

1.  Literal Sense:  what the words mean at the surface level; what it was understood at the time; how things happen
Spiritual Senses-
2.  Allegorical:  recognizes the significance of Christ in scriptural events; what do we learn about Jesus (NOT what we learn from him)

3.  Moral:  seeks instruction for living and behaving; what we are to do; the lesson of the story

4.  Anagogical:  derives heavenly matters from the earthly matters described in the narrative; what is being awaited; how we get to Heaven

4. Who wrote the Bible?

God
5. What is biblical inspiration?

God through the Holy Spirit assisted a human author in writing a book of the Bible (inevitably, God is the author of the Bible)
6. What is biblical inerrancy?  Give one example of biblical inerrancy.

biblical inerrancy:  not everything in the Bible is literally true, but the fundamental beliefs & teachings of the Bible are w/o error
The Account of Adam and Eve-the main idea of the account is not that we came from two people.  Rather, we are taught that God gives us life and that we are created in His image and likeness.

7. What is biblical exegesis?

the explanation of a passage of sacred Scripture with the guidance of the Holy Spirit
8. What is the canon of the Bible?  How many books are in the Old Testament?  …the New Testament?

canon:  a list of texts/books which a particular religious community regards as authoritative scripture
Old Testament:  46 Books

New Testament:  27 Books
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9. True/False:  Besides the books that are in the New Testament, there are other books that exist that also contain accounts of Jesus, the Apostles, and the early church but are not in the Bible.
10. What are the three pieces of criteria a book needed to meet in order to become part of the canon of the New Testament?

(1) ancient; (2) written by apostles or a close associate; (3) widely accepted among congregations as containing correct Christian teaching
11. Who authored the list of the New Testament that would become the canon?

Athanasius
12. What are the five types of literature of the New Testament?

(1) The Gospels; (2) The Acts of the Apostles; (3) The New Testament Letters; (4) The Catholic Epistles; (5) The Book of Revelations

13. True/False:  Occasionally, scribes, who copied the Bible, would make intentional errors altering Biblical accounts.

14. Which two believed Gospel authors knew Jesus personally?  Which two believed Gospel authors were associates of apostles?
knew Jesus personally:  Matthew and John
associates of apostles:  Mark and Luke

15. Who is the believed author of the Acts of the Apostles?
the same author as The Gospel According to Luke
16. What is the difference between a letter and an epistle?

letter:  written by Paul to a local church/community
epistle:  written by various apostles to everyone/entire Church

17. What writing style does The Book of Revelation utilize?

apocalyptic
18. What does “synoptic” mean?

“seen together”
19. What are the Synoptic Gospels?

Matthew, Mark, and Luke
20. Explain the Four-Source Hypothesis.

“Markan Priority”:  Matthew & Luke borrowed many of their stories from Mark

“Q”:  material found in both Matthew & Luke that is NOT found in Mark

“M”:  stories exclusively found in Matthew

“L”:  stories exclusively found in Luke
21. What are the three stages of development for the New Testament?

(1) The Life & Teachings of Jesus (4-6 BC to AD 30-33)

(2) Oral Proclamation (AD 30 to 65)

(3) Written Proclamation (AD 50 to 110)

22. Who convicted Jesus of blasphemy?  Who convicted him of treason?

blasphemy:  the Sanhedrin
treason:  Pontius Pilate and the Romans

23. Define kerygma, didache, and liturgia.

“kerygma”:  the “proclamation” of Jesus’ message of salvation
“didache”:  “teaching” reinforcing the living message w/in the kerygma
“liturgia”:  “Christian worship” recalling key elements of Jesus’ life & teachings
24. Why did the early Christians delay writing the Word of God?  What changed their mind to write it down?

Church leaders saw no need to put Jesus’ life & teachings on paper because they believed he would return in their lifetime.
They changed their minds and began to write it down when church leaders, especially Peter and Paul, began to die or be put to death (martyrdom).  Also, oral tradition has its flaws.
25. *Don’t forget to study the map!*
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